Arts Integrated Lesson Plan


	Lesson Title: What Makes an Insect an Insect?

Grade Level:          3rd                                                                                      Time Required: Three 30 minute periods


	Content Objectives:

Science: Identify the characteristics of an insect by sorting invertebrates and reading nonfiction texts.
Science: Identify the characteristics of an insect by comparing insects and non-insects.


	Fine Art(s) Objectives:

MDMUSIC 
2.3.b: Demonstrate ways that relate music content, processes, and skills with those of other subjects taught in the school.
3.1.a: Use selected classroom instruments or voices to improvise short melodies that answer in the same style to given rhythmic and melodic phrases (Q & A).

4.2.a: Discuss characteristics of a good performance, such as singing or playing in tune, proper tempo, and effective expression.
MDART
1.2.b: Represent ideas and feelings visually that describe what is seen, felt, known, and imagined.

	Additional Applications: (connections with other content areas)

Literacy: Read with greater fluency by completing a choral reading.


	Materials: BCPSS Science Curriculum Unit 1-Life Science, Lesson 3; Markers, Pencils, Poster paper, Drawing paper, whiteboard, and Insect books.



	Lesson Development/Procedures

      Pre-assessment: The teacher will ask students to define what characteristics define an insect (What makes an insect an insect?).  On poster paper, the teacher will allow students to create a class list of characteristics that insects should have (head, thorax, abdomen, antennae, invertebrate, six legs). 
      Engagement: Students will create individual lists of names of insects they believe fit the characteristics of an insect in their journals. They will then explore insect books in small groups or independently to determine if their lists are accurate and add more names of insects. Students may list descriptions of particular insects (color, size, shape). Students will come back together to create a class list of insects.
      Activity: The teacher will tell students that they are going to create their own Insect Rap to help them determine whether something is an insect or not, using what they have learned about the characteristics of an insect. Students will brainstorm words that rhyme with the insect characteristics and put them on the board, as well as possible lyrics containing true insect facts. The class will determine whether the rap lyrics fit into a steady beat, rhyme, and make sense to the rap. Students may come to the board and add more lyrics, or rearrange lyrics. Students will copy the final version of the rap into their journals to practice. 
      Transition: Students will copy the final version of the rap into their journals to practice saying to themselves and in small groups. Students will come back together as a class and practice their rap. Students will be asked to identify their favorite insect (which must fit the qualities outlined in the Insect Rap).
      Closure: The teacher will choose an insect to sketch on a large piece of poster paper, asking students to point out the characteristics as he or she sketches (“Oh, there’s the thorax, let’s see….let’s put on some legs….how many should I draw?”). The teacher will then show students how to copy the class rap onto the lines of the sketch of the insect, making a shape poem. The teacher will discuss how a shape poem can take the form of the subject of the poetry. Students will individually present their shape poems to the class, defending their choice of insect and why it meets the requirements of the class rap.


	Assessment:  (Review of Anticipation Guides; Post-tests; BCRs; Quizzes; Tests; Projects; Essays: Performance Assessments, etc.)

· Shape poems, rap performance participation, rap composition participation, journal entries

	Differentiation:

Students may work individually or in small groups. Students who need writing assistance may be given larger paper so they may write their letters on the shape poems with more ease.



	Teacher References:

BCPSS Science Curriculum 
Bugs are Insects by Anne Rockwell

Discovery Kids- Insects
Ripley’s Incredible Insects by Louise A.Gikow

Learn About Insects by Jane and David Glover

Ladybug by Karen Hartley and Chris Marco
Insects by Rod Theodouro
National Geographic Insects by Robin Bernard



